IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

JACKI EASLICK, LLC, and JE CORPORATE LLC,
Plaintiffs,

V.
CJ EMERALD, ABEL TANG, ACCENCYC US, ATRISS,
AUTROW, BESTOYARD, BOKWIN, BONNIE CHILD,
CBTONE, COCO'S HOUSE, COLORED FLAG,
DSVENROLY DIRECT, ENTERTAINMENT FIRST,
FACING THE OCEAN, FEPERIG, FITNICE OFFICIAL,
FULL OF STARS.MIN, GARDEISH, GUTAPO,
HEMPHILL HEN, HERLLOY, HOME DEPUTY,
IDUSHOME, JAGOGH YSON, JINGWEI-US,
JONERCEY, JRUIA, KARIN YANG, KEYBOO INC,
LASENERSM, LIMICOUNTS, LIPU HOOKER,
LITEVISO, LMPOSING, LUKINM, M.METEORITE,
MAYBELLER, MUYUSH, MYFOLRENA OFFICIAL,
MZEKGXM, NEZA-US, NISHUNA, PATRICK YAO,
PBFZ, PENGWH SHOP, QIKITA, ROBITENO,
SHANNON WENHA, SI PETHONG, SINUOXIANG,
SOMIROW, SURMOUNTY, THINKCREATORS,
THOMAS ZACK YANG, TRACY ZHONG, TRAVELNA,
UFURMATE US, UME SPORTS, VITONG, WAITKEY
DIRECT, WEKIWGOT-US, YANHUSLSNE, ZARA LEI,
ZEDODIER, ZGCZZ, ZHANGHETING, and ZHONG
ROY,

Defendants.

Civil Action No.

FILED UNDER SEAL

DECLARATION OF NICHOLAS MESITI, ESQ., IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’

MOTION FOR A PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

I, Nicholas Mesiti, Esq., under penalty of perjury, declare and state as follows:

I. INTRODUCTION

1. [ am an attorney duly admitted to practice law in the State of New York and have been

retained as an expert by JE Corporate, LLC and Jacki Easlick, LLC (hereinafter “Plaintiffs”)

in connection with the above-captioned action. I make this declaration in support of

Plaintiffs’ motion for a preliminary injunction.
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II.

My Curriculum Vitae is attached as an exhibit (see Exhibit A). My time in this matter is
billed at a rate of $580 per hour.

As set forth in the Complaint in this matter, JE Corporate, LLC is the owner of United
States Patent No. D695,526, entitled "HANDBAG HANGER HOOK" (hereinafter "the
526 patent") (see Exhibit B). Plaintiffs have accused CJ Emerald, Abel Tang, AccEncyc
US, Atriss, Autrow, Bestoyard, BokWin, Bonnie Child, CBTONE, Coco’s House,
Colored Flag, DSVENROLY Direct, Entertainment First, Facing the Ocean, Feperig,
FitNice Official, Full of Stars.min, Gardeish, Gutapo, Hemphill Hen, Herlloy, Home
Deputy, IdusHome, Jagogh Yson, JingWei-US, Jonercey, JRUIA, Karin Yang, Keyboo
Inc., Lasenersm, Limicounts, LIPU Hooker, LiteViso, Lmposing, Lukinm, M.Meteorite,
Maybeller, Mutush, Myfolrena Official, Mzekgxm, Neza-US, Nishuna, Patrick Yao,
PBFZ, PengWH Shop, Qikita, Robiteno, Shannon Wenha, Si Peihong, Sinuoxiang,
Somirow, Surmounty, ThinkCreators, Thomas Zack Yang, Tracy Zhong, Travelna,
Ufurmate US, UME Sports, Vitong, Waitkey Direct, Wekiwgot-US, Yanhuslsne, Zara
Lei, Zedodier, ZGCZZ, Zhangheting, and Zhong Roy, (hereinafter “Defendants”) of
infringing the 526 patent with the following products:

Infringing Product Type 1.
Infringing Product Type 2.
Infringing Product Type 3.
Infringing Product Type 4.

I have been retained to provide an opinion on Defendants' infringement of the 526

patent, and the "526 patent's validity. In forming the opinions expressed herein, I relied
on my extensive experience as a patent attorney, which includes experience prosecuting
and litigating utility and design patents and the factual considerations and legal analyses

brought to bear in determining infringement and validity thereof.

BACKGROUND, EDUCATION, AND QUALIFICATIONS

I have been a practicing attorney since 1988, and am currently a member and shareholder
in the intellectual property law firm of Heslin, Rothenberg, Farley, & Mesiti, P.C.,
located at 5 Columbia Cir., Albany, NY, where I have practiced law since 1990. My
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practice focuses exclusively on intellectual property law including patent, trademark,
copyright, and unfair competition law with emphasis on utility patent, design patent,
trademark, and copyright litigation before federal trial and appellate courts of the United
States. I have represented numerous clients at trial and on appeal for the purposes of
seeking preliminary injunctions, permanent injunctions, accountings and damages. |
have counseled clients in various intellectual property matters, including infringement of
design patents.

6. I received a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering in 1985 from
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, New York. Ireceived my Juris Doctorate

degree in 1988 from Albany Law School of Union University, Albany, New York.

7. I personally have prosecuted and/or litigated over a hundred design patents with the
United States Patent and Trademark Office and United States federal courts, and my firm

has likewise prosecuted and/or litigated over 3000 design patents.

III. OVERVIEW OF MY EXPERT OPINIONS

My expert opinions are based on my knowledge, background, experience, and my review
of the materials listed below:

The complaint in this matter;

United States Patent No. D695,526, and the prosecution history thereof and the

references and prior art cited therein (see Exhibit B);

United States Patent No. D560,924 (see Exhibit C);

United States Patent No. 5,575,446 (see Exhibit D);

United States Patent No. D475,278 (see Exhibit E);

United States Patent No. D493,092 (see Exhibit F);

United States Patent No. D644,438 (see Exhibit G);

One of Infringing Product Type 1 (see Exhibit H);

One of Infringing Product Type 2 (see Exhibit I);

One of Infringing Product Type 3 (see Exhibit J);

One of Infringing Product Type 4 (see Exhibit K);

Plaintiff’s webpage featuring the design (see Exhibit L);

Webpages featuring Infringing Product Type 1 (see Exhibit M);

Webpages featuring Infringing Product Type 2 (see Exhibit N);

Webpages featuring Infringing Product Type 3 (see Exhibit O); and
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10.

Iv.

11.

12.

Webpages featuring Infringing Product Type 4 (see Exhibit P).

It is my expert opinion that the accused products infringe the *526 patent, and that the
526 patent is valid over the references and prior art cited in the “526 patent and by the

United States Patent and Trademark Office during prosecution.

In formulating my opinions, I have drawn from my understanding of United States law
pertaining to interpreting the claims of design patents, determining whether articles
infringe such claims, and whether such claims are valid. Among the many pertinent federal
court decisions which I am familiar with and which I have based my analyses on, the
following cases are included: Microsoft Corp. v. i4i Ltd. P'ship, 131 S. Ct. 2238, 180

L. Ed. 2d 131 (2011); Graham v. John Deere Co. of Kansas City, 383 U.S. 1, 86 S. Ct.
684 (1966); Gorham Mfg. Co. v. White, 81 U.S. 511, 20 L. Ed. 731 (1871); Crocs, Inc. v.
Int'l Trade Comm'n, 598 F.3d 1294 (Fed. Cir. 2010); Int'l Seaway Trading Corp. v.
Walgreens Corp., 589 F.3d 1233 (Fed. Cir. 2009); Egyptian Goddess, Inc. v. Swisa, Inc.,
543 F.3d 665 (Fed. Cir. 2008) (en banc), Catalina Lighting, Inc. v. Lamps Plus, Inc., 295
F.3d 1277 (Fed. Cir. 2002); Hupp v. Siroflex of Am., Inc., 122 F.3d 1456 (Fed. Cir. 1997);
OddzOn Products, Inc. v. Just Toys, Inc., 122 F.3d 1396 (Fed. Cir. 1997); L.A. Gear, Inc.
v. Thom McAn Shoe Co., 988 F.2d 1117 (Fed. Cir. 1993); and In re Sung Nam Cho, 813
F.2d 378 (Fed. Cir. 1987); Ethicon Endo-Surgery, Inc. v. Covidien, Inc. 796 F.3d 1312
(Fed. Cir. 2015).

LEGAL STANDARDS APPLIED IN AN INFRINGEMENT ANALYSIS

I understand that the first step in conducting an analysis of infringement of a design
patent entails construing the patent's claim ("claim construction"), which is an issue of
law, followed by a factual inquiry as to whether there has been infringement. Egyptian

Goddess, Inc. v. Swisa, Inc., 543 F.3d at 679-80.

Construction of Design Patent Claims

I understand that a design patent covers the nonfunctional, ornamental features of a

design.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

Design patents claim an overall design, and a claim construction that results from
excessive focus on individual features of a design at the expense of considering
the overall design is incorrect. Crocs, Inc. v. Int'l Trade Comm'n, 598 F.3d at 1303.
Because design patents typically claim designs as shown in drawings, the primary
basis for construing the overall design claimed in such patents is by observation of
the drawings. Crocs, Inc, v. Int'l Trade Comm'n, 598 F.3d at 1302; Egyptian
Goddess, Inc. v. Swisa, Inc., 543 F.3d at 679. Because claim construction consisting
of detailed verbal descriptions is likely to define a claim scope that is not an accurate
representation of the overall visual impression manifested by the claimed drawings
themselves, such verbally detailed construction of design patent claims is disfavored.
Crocs, Inc. v. Int'l Trade Comm'n, 598 F.3d 1302; Egyptian Goddess, Inc. v. Swisa,
Inc., 543 F.3d at 679.

Additional factors, such as conventions applied in drafting design patents and their
drawings and assertions made during patent prosecution, may also be brought to bear to
determine the scope of patent protection embodied in the drawings claimed in a design

patent. Egyptian Goddess, Inc. v. Swisa, Inc., 543 F.3d at 680.

Infringement of Design Patent Claims

I further understand that determining infringement of a design patent's claim is a factual
determination and that it requires application of what is termed the "ordinary observer"
test. Gorham Mfg. Co. v. White, 81 U.S. at 528; Egyptian Goddess, Inc. v. Swisa, Inc.,
543 F.3d at 670.

Infringement is found according to the ordinary observer test when, "'in the eye of an
ordinary observer, giving such attention as a purchaser usually gives, two designs are
substantially the same, [and] the resemblance is such as to deceive such an observer,

m

inducing him to purchase one supposing it to be the other."' Egyptian Goddess, Inc. v.
Swisa, Inc., 543 F.3d at 670, quoting Gorham Mfg. Co. v. White, 81 U.S. at 528.
While a side-by-side comparison of the claimed design and the infringing design may

be helpful in evaluating infringement, the test itself focuses on how the designs would
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17.

18.

19.

IV.

20.

be interpreted by an ordinary observer familiar with the prior art, and not merely on
whether the designs have shared features. Croc, Inc. v. Int’l Trade Comm’'n, 598 F.3d
at 1307.

Infringement is found where an article embodies the overall effect of a claimed design.
Crocs, Inc. v. Int'l Trade Comm'n, 598 F.3d at 1306. Because infringement requires only
similarity of an article's design to a claimed design and not absolute identity between the
two, infringement is found where an article's design is similar enough to a claimed
design to exhibit the overall impression of the ornamental design features as claimed, and
a finding of infringement does not require that the design of the article be identical to the

claimed design. Egyptian Goddess, Inc. v. Swisa, Inc., 543 F.3d at 678.

In addition to comparing a patented design to an allegedly-infringing article in applying
the ordinary observer test, comparison with prior designs that are similar to the patented
design may also be of assistance, because the ordinary observer is presumed to have a

general understanding of such prior designs as well. Crocs, Inc. v. Int'l Trade Comm'n,

598 F.3d at 1303; Egyptian Goddess, Inc. v. Swisa, Inc., 543 F.3d at 678-79.

The ordinary observer test is applied by considering what impression an ordinary
purchaser would form when purchasing an accused article, rather than the impression an
expert in the field would form under those circumstances. Egyptian Goddess, Inc. v.

Swisa, Inc., 543 F.3d at 670.

LEGAL STANDARDS APPLIED IN A VALIDITY ANALYSIS

To be valid, the invention claimed in a design patent must be novel and nonobvious.
Tests for novelty and nonobviousness are applied to the claims of a design patent in the
same manner as they are to those of a utility patent. Hupp v. Siroflex of Am., Inc., 122
F.3d at 1462. Furthermore, just as for utility patents, a design patent is presumed valid,
and this presumption can be overcome only by clear and convincing evidence. Microsoft
Corp. v. i4i Ltd. P'ship, 131 S. Ct. at 2243; Catalina Lighting, Inc. v. Lamps Plus, Inc.,
295 F.3d at 1288.
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22.

Functionality

21.  The presence of functional features in a design does not render a claim to such a
design invalid. Rather, the scope of protection afforded by such a claim is limited to the
ornamental, nonfunctional aspects of the claimed design. OddzOn Products, Inc. v. Just
Toys, Inc., 122 F.3d at 1406. Thus, when the claimed design is compared to the accused
design, functional features are to be ignored. Catalina Lighting, Inc. v. Lamps Plus, Inc.,
295 F.3d at 1287. Furthermore, “[i]n determining whether a claimed design is primarily
functional, ‘[t]he function of the article itself must not be confused with ‘functionality’ of the
design of the article.”” Ethicon Endo-Surgery, Inc. v. Covidien, 796 F.3d at 1328 (quoting
Hupp v. Siroflex of Am., Inc. 122 F.3d at 1462). A design is functional and thus invalid if the
design is essential to the use and purpose of the article. Ethicon Endo-Surgery, Inc. v.
Covidien, 796 F.3d at 1328; L.A. Gear, Inc. v. Thom McAn Shoe Co., 988 F.2d at 1123. And,
a design is essential to the use or purpose of the article if the design is “dictated by” its use or
purpose (i.e., function). Ethicon Endo-Surgery, Inc. v. Covidien, 796 F.3d at 1328 (citing In re
Carletti, 328 F.2d 1020, 1022 (1964)); see also L.A. Gear, Inc. v. Thom McAn Shoe Co., 988
F.2d at 1123. When there are numerous different designs that are capable of performing the
same function as a claimed design, differences between such designs and the claimed
design are not dictated by functional concerns and may be considered ornamental. L.A.

Gear, Inc. v. Thom McAn Shoe Co., 988 F.2d at 1123. The availability of such alternative
designs is an important, if not dispositive, factor in evaluating the legal functionality of a
claimed design. Ethicon Endo-Surgery, Inc. v. Covidien, 796 F.3d at 1329-30. As a result, “an
inquiry into whether a claimed design is primarily functional should begin with an inquiry into
the existence of alternative designs.” Id. at 1330. “To be considered an alternative, the
alternative design must simply provide ‘the same or similar functional capabilities.”” Id. at

1331 (quoting Rosco, Inc. v. Mirror Lite Co., 304 F.3d 1373, 1378 (Fed. Cir. 2002)

Novelty
The claim to a design is not invalid for anticipation (i.e., lack of novelty) unless a prior
art reference by itself teaches a design that is substantially the same as the claimed
design. In this regard, the "ordinary observer" test that is applied to determine whether
an article infringes the claim in a design patent is also applied to determine whether a

prior art reference renders the claim in a design patent invalid for anticipation. That is, a
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23.

24.

design patent is novel when its overall appearance is not so substantially similar to a
design embodied in a single prior art reference that an ordinary observer would be
deceived into mistaking the claimed design for that embodied in the prior art reference.

Int'l Seaway Trading Corp. v. Walgreens Corp., 589 F.3d at 1239-40.

nobviousn
The claim to a design is not invalid for obviousness unless, at the time the claimed design
was invented, the overall appearance of the claimed design would have been obvious to
someone who has ordinary skill in designing the articles involved, in light of prior art that
collectively contains all of the ornamental features of the claimed design. Four factors
must be considered in determining whether a claim to a design is obvious: (1) the scope
and content of the prior art; (2) differences between the claim and the prior art; (3) the
level of ordinary skill in the prior art; and (4) secondary considerations, if any, of
nonobviousness. Graham v. John Deere Co. of Kansas City, 383 U.S. at 17-18, 86 S. Ct.
at 694; Hupp v. Siroflex of Am., Inc., 122 F.3d at 1462; L.A. Gear, Inc. v. Thom McAn
Shoe Co., 988 F.2d at 1124.

A claim to a design is not invalid for obviousness merely because each of several prior art
references contain the features of the claimed design. Rather, invalidity for obviousness
requires that there was some reason, for ornamentality purposes, to combine the teachings
of the prior art to create a design with the same overall visual appearance as the claimed

design. In re Sung Nam Cho, 813 F.2d at 382.
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25.

ANALYSES

Claim Construction

The 526 patent claims "[t]he ornamental design for a handbag hangar hook, as shown and
described." One embodiment is depicted therein in eight drawings. The eight drawings
corresponding to the depicted embodiment are shown below, and are described in the *526
patent as follows:

Fig. 1is a perspective view of the handbag hanger hook;

Fig. 2 is a front elevational view thereof;

Fig. 3 is arear elevational view thereof;

Fig. 4 is a right-side elevational view thereof;

Fig. 5 is a left-side elevational view thereof;

Fig. 6 is a bottom plan view thereof;

Fig. 7 is a top plan view thereof; and,

Fig. 8 is a reduced scale perspective view thereof wherein the top hook is hung on a

rod, with a handbag handing from the bottom hook. The broken line showing the rod

and handbag in Fig. 8 is included for the purpose of showing environmental structure

and forms no part of the claimed design.



FIG. 1 FIG. 2 FIG. 3

FIG. 4 FIG. 5 FIG. 6

FIG.7 FIG. 8
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26.

The prosecution of the "526 patent does not include activity or actions which would in any
way narrow the scope of the patented design or affect its claim construction. Thus, the claim
construction of the *526 patent is based primarily upon the patent itself. Considering the
overall visual impression given by these drawings, I construe the claim of the "526 patent,
based upon the drawings therein, from the perspective of a person of ordinary skill in the art of
handbag hanger hooks, as the design for a handbag hanger hook as illustrated in FIG. 1-8
of the 526 Patent, with the understanding that functional elements or features are to be
discounted and only ornamental features included. Also, although detailed descriptions
of the patented design are disfavored in claim construction, I have set forth below a
written description of the patented design, which may be used in claim construction. The
patented design includes the following ornamental elements, generally described:
(a) When viewed from the front, a generally hook shaped top portion with a
slight flare near the tip of the top portion, the top portion having a fairly consistent
radius, and the hook portion terminating in a bulbous-shaped-type-tip. The top
portion is connected to a bottom portion which is rotated ninety degrees from the top
portion causing the bottom portion to appear substantially as a straight line from the
front. The bottom portion also terminates in a bulbous-shaped-type-tip;
(b) When viewed from the side, the top portion appears as a substantially
straight vertical line formed by a rear section of the top portion with a very slight
curvature with a partially visible front section which extends at an angle from the
rear section which terminates in a bulbous-shaped-type-tip. The top portion is
connected to the bottom portion by an angled offset section in the plane of the
bottom portion. The bottom portion is generally U-shaped and terminates in a
bulbous-shaped-type-tip;
(c) When viewed from the top, the design has a generally cross shape, in which
the bottom portion appears as a generally straight line terminating in a bulbous-
shaped-type-tip, and in which the top portion appears as a generally straight line
which is perpendicular to the bottom portion. The top portion includes a small flare
near one end which terminates in a bulbous-shaped-type-tip. A slight offset with a
curvature connects the top portion and the bottom portion; and
(d) The overall form of the design is a hooked top portion in the shape of the top
half of an “S,” which is connected to a substantially U-shaped bottom portion rotated

ninety degrees from the top portion. The top portion is connected to the bottom
11



27.

28.

29.

30.

portion by an offset section extending at an angle in the plane of the bottom portion.

Both terminal ends of the design terminate in bulbous-shaped-type-tips.

Infringement

To perform my infringement analysis, I viewed the accused articles, including from the
same perspectives as the drawings claimed in the '526 patent. Photographs of the
accused articles are included in Exhibits H-K. Comparisons of the accused articles, the

patented design, and the closest prior art designs are included in Exhibits Q-T

I then compared the patented design as shown in the 526 patent drawings as construed
herein with the accused design to determine whether an ordinary, non-expert observer

would consider them to be substantially similar to each other.

I further determined what effect the consideration of prior art designs would have on the
impressions formed by comparing the patented design with the accused articles. To do
this, I reviewed the references cited in the file history of the 526 patent. Among the
designs, I considered the embodiments taught in United States Patent No. D560,924 (see
Exhibit C) (hereinafter the "924 patent) and United States Patent No. 5,575,446 (see
Exhibit D) (hereinafter the *446 patent) to be the most similar to the invention claimed in
the "526 patent. The '924 and "446 patents are thus used for the analysis as the closest
comparative designs found among the references cited in the file history of the *526

patent.

Table 1, infra, compares first side views of a first embodiment claimed in the *526 patent
with photographs of Defendant's accused Product Type 1, in view of the embodiments taught
in the ‘924 and "446 patents, respectively. A more comprehensive comparison of these

designs showing alternative views can be found in Exhibit Q.
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THE CLOSEST COMPARATIVE DESIGNS, THE DESIGN CLAIMED IN THE "526 PATENT, AND
DEFENDANTS’ INFRINGING PRODUCT TYPE 1

‘924 Design ‘446 Design Patented Design Infringing Product Type 1
|
.{;4 |
1
3 BN
=
\
31.  Table 2, infra, compares first side views of a first embodiment claimed in the "526 patent

with photographs of Defendant's accused Product Type 2, in view of the embodiments

taught in the ‘924 and 446 patents, respectively. A more comprehensive comparison of

these designs showing alternative views can be found in Exhibit R.

THE CLOSEST COMPARATIVE DESIGNS, THE DESIGN CLAIMED IN THE 526 PATENT, AND
DEFENDANTS’ INFRINGING PRODUCT TYPE 2

‘924 Design

‘446 Design

Patented Design

Infringing Product Type 2

First Side
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32.

Table 3, infra, compares first side views of a first embodiment claimed in the "526 patent

with photographs of Defendant's accused Product Type 3, in view of the embodiments

taught in the ‘924 and 446 patents, respectively. A more comprehensive comparison of

these designs showing alternative views can be found in Exhibit S.

THE CLOSEST COMPARATIVE DESIGNS, THE DESIGN CLAIMED IN THE "526 PATENT, AND

DEFENDANTS’ INFRINGING PRODUCT TYPE 3

924 Design

‘446 Design

Patented Design

Infringing Product Type 3

First Side

33.

Table 4, infra, compares front views of a first embodiment claimed in the "526 patent with

photographs of Defendant's accused Product Type 4, in view of the embodiments taught in

the ‘924 and 446 patents, respectively. A more comprehensive comparison of these

designs showing alternative views can be found in Exhibit T.

THE CLOSEST COMPARATIVE DESIGNS, THE DESIGN CLAIMED IN THE "526 PATENT, AND

DEFENDANTS’ INFRINGING PRODUCT TYPE 4

‘924 Design

‘446 Design

Patented Design

Infringing Product Type 4

Front

N/A
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34.

35.

As is readily apparent, the designs of the accused articles are substantially similar, if not
virtually identical, to the design claimed by the '526 patent. And, the differences
between the patented design and the comparative prior art designs are substantial. A
non-exhaustive set of examples of ornamental design features shared by the patented

design and the accused articles includes:

(a) When viewed from the front, the patented design and the accused
articles exhibit a generally hook shaped top portion having a fairly consistent
radius, the hook portion terminating in a bulbous-shaped-type-tip. The top
portion is connected to a bottom portion which is rotated ninety degrees from
the top portion, causing the bottom portion to appear substantially as a straight
line from the front. The bottom portion also terminates in a bulbous-shaped-
type-tip;

(b) When viewed from the side, the top portion appears as a substantially
straight line which terminates in a bulbous-shaped-type-tip. The top portion is
connected to the bottom portion by an offset in the plane of the bottom portion.
The bottom portion is generally U-shaped and terminates in a bulbous-shaped-
type-tip;

(c) When viewed from the top, a generally cross shape, in which the
bottom portion appears as generally a straight line terminating in a bulbous-
shaped-type-tip, and in which the top portion appears as a generally straight
line which is perpendicular to the bottom portion. The top portion terminates
in a bulbous-shaped-type-tip. A slight offset connects the top portion and the
bottom portion; and

(d) The overall form of the patented design and the infringing designs is a
hooked top portion in the shape of the top half of an “S,” which is connected to
a substantially U-shaped bottom portion rotated ninety degrees from the top
portion. The top portion is connected to the bottom portion by an offset in the
plane of the bottom portion. Both terminal ends of the designs terminate in

bulbous-shaped-type-tips.

Thus, the overall appearance of the accused articles is, if not virtually identical, at least
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36.

so similar to the design claimed in the *526 patent that, in my opinion, in light of the
prior art, an ordinary observer would be unlikely to differentiate between them. In
arriving at my opinion, [ have construed the entirety of the design as indicated herein as
being non-functional. However, even if there are functional components, my opinion of
infringement would not change as an ordinary observer would still be unlikely to
differentiate the overall appearance between the accused and patented designs. Although
there are some differences between each of the accused articles and the patented design,
these differences are insubstantial as they do not significantly affect the appearance of the
overall design. Thus, although not entirely identical, the accused articles are substantially the

same as the patented design.

Even though some features of the design may perform a function, those features are not
considered “functional” as the term is used with respect to design patents. Specifically, the
patented design is not dictated by its use or purpose. Any function which may be performed
by features of the patented design can be accomplished equivalently by a number of different
designs. For example, the function of holding a handbag on a hanger can be performed by
numerous alternative designs other than the patented design, such as the handbag hanger
hook designs found in the ‘924 and ‘446 patents. Because both of these alternative designs
can function in the same manner as the patented design in holding a handbag, there is no
utilitarian reason for the specific design choices in the patented design, and those choices are
considered ornamental. These choices include, among other features, the ninety-degree
rotation between the top portion and bottom portion of the patented design, the slight offset
in the plane of the bottom portion, and the bulbous-shaped-type-tips. Furthermore, even if
the purpose of the patented design includes holding a handbag on a bar or similar structure at
a ninety degree angle from the bar, the patented design is not functional. The size and shape
of the parts of the handbag hanger hook can be changed and still function identically to the
patented design. For example, the bottom section of the design could be of different shapes
or proportions, such as square or V-shaped or a modified square or V-shape, and still
function similarly, while looking substantially different than the patented design. Thus, due
to the presence of numerous different designs which can equally accomplish the same
function as the patented design, the patented design is not dictated by its function as a

handbag hanger hook and is thus non-functional.
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37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

It is therefore my opinion that the overall design claimed in the "526 patent is not

functional, and Defendants are infringing the *526 patent.

VALIDITY OF THE "526 PATENT

To perform my validity analysis, I considered the *526 patent, its prosecution history, and all

of the references cited therein.

Notably, the examiner issued no objections to the patentability of the patented design during
examination and issued a Notice of Allowance as a first action, requiring only a minor

Examiner’s amendment to the figure descriptions in the application for clarity purposes.

Like the examiner, I too considered all of the references cited in the *526 patent and,
again like the examiner, am of the opinion that the ornamental features of the patented

design are novel and nonobvious.

To determine novelty of the "526 patent, I ascertained whether an ordinary observer would
have found the overall visual impression of the patented design and any design taught within
a single prior art reference to be so substantially similar as to mistake one for the other.
None of the references considered individually teaches a design with an overall appearance
that is so substantially similar to the design claimed in the "526 patent that an ordinary
observer would confuse one for the other. Therefore, it is my opinion that the design

claimed in the "526 patent is novel and the patent is not invalid for anticipation.

To determine nonobviousness of the *526 patent I first determined the scope and content of
the prior art. I next considered the level of ordinary skill in the art of handbag hanger hooks.
I further considered the differences between the prior art and the design claimed in the "526
patent. I further considered whether, at the time the patented design was invented, it would
have been obvious to a designer of handbag hanger hooks, possessing ordinary skill in the
art, to combine the prior art references to make a design that is claimed by the "526 patent.
The prior art references I considered were those cited in the "526 patent and considered by
the examiner during prosecution. It is my opinion that these references do not collectively
teach all of the features of the design claimed in the *526 patent such that, at the time the

patented design was invented, it would have been obvious for a designer of handbag hanger
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hooks possessing ordinary skill to combine the teachings of these references to create the
patented design. It is therefore my opinion that the design claimed in the 526 patent is

nonobvious and is not invalid for obviousness, over the references cited in the *526 patent.

43, Based on the information received as set forth herein, my opinion is therefore that the
526 patent is valid.

44, I further declare under the penalty of perjury that the statements made herein are true to the
best of my knowledge.

Dated: November 20, 2023 /s/Nicholas Mesiti

Nicholas Mesiti, Esq.
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a2 United States Design Patent o) Patent No.: US D695,526 S
Easlick 45) Date of Patent:  «x Dec.17,2013
(54) HANDBAG HANGER HOOK Primary Examiner — Holly Baynham

(74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm — Sinorica, LLC
(76) Inventor: Jacklyn S Easlick, Rye, NY (US)

(**) Term: 14 Years 67 CLAIM
The ornamental design for a handbag hanger hook, as shown
(21) Appl. No.: 29/431,801 and described.
(22) Filed: Sep. 11, 2012
(51) LOC () CL ..o 03-01 DESCRIPTION
(52) US.ClL FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the handbag hanger hook;
. persp: g hang
U.SPC ........... e D3/328; D8/367 FIG. 2 is a front elevational view thereof:
(58) Field of Classification Search FIG. 3 is a rear elevational view thereof;
USPC s D3/328; D8/367, 248/3027303 FIG. 4 is a right-side elevational view thereof:
See application file for complete search history. FIG. 5 is a left-side elevational view thereof;
. FIG. 6 is a bottom plan view thereof;
(56) References Cited FIG. 7 is a top plan view thereof; and,
FIG. 8 is areduced scale perspective view thereof wherein the
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS persp
top hook is hung on a rod, with a handbag hanging from the
5575446 A * 11/1996 Swensonetal. ... 248/304  bottom hook.
D475,278 S *  6/2003 Williams .. D8/367 The broken line showing the rod and handbag in FIG. 8 is
B‘S‘gg’ggi S : Z 388;‘ \I%alflkt ~~~~~~~ Bg; ggg included for the purpose of showing environmental structure
, alker ..... . .
D644438 S *  9/2011 Brucker D3/328 and forms no part of the claimed design.

* cited by examiner 1 Claim, 8 Drawing Sheets
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | ISSUE DATE | PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. j
29/431,801 12/17/2013 D695526 TP-EASJ-HIA2 3337
62439 7590 11/26/2013
SINORICA, LLC
19785 Crystal Rock Drive
Suite 207

Germantown, MD 20874

ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above.

Determination of Patent Term Extension or Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)

Design patents have a term measured from the issue date of the patent and the term remains the same length
regardless of the time that the application for the design patent was pending. Since the above-identified
application is an application for a design patent, the patent is not eligible for Patent Term Extension or
Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154(b).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the
Office of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee
payments should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management
(ODM) at (571)-272-4200.

APPLICANT(s) (Please see PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants):

Jacklyn S. EASLICK, Rye, NY;

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location
for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best country in
the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA . gov.

IR103 (Rev. 10/09)



PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through S should be completed where

appropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence addreﬁs as

inc?icated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate E ADDRESS" for

maintenance fee notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the

Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying

. . apers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
Slnorlca, LLC Eave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

1 9785 ny3t3| ROCk Drlve Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
SUite 207 I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
S(tiates ostal Sueirvilc\:f vi/ith su ?Scé%llti pg]sa%ge ggr first &ass mail bi:n an ?nveloge
addressed to the Mail Sto address above, or being facsimile
Germantown’ MD 20874 transmitted to the USPTO (§71) 273-2885, on the date indicated below.
(Depositor’s name)
(Signature)
(Date)
APPLICATION NO. I FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. I
29/431,801 09-11-2012 Jacklyn S. EASLICK TP-EASJ-HIA2 3337
TITLE OF INVENTION:
| APPLN. TYPE | SMALL ENTITY I ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE l PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE | TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE j
nonprovisional  MICRO $255 $0 $0 $255 01/13/2014
| EXAMINER | ART UNIT | crasssuscrass |
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). . 1 Sinorica, LLC
(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
{J Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR, alternatively,
dd § O/SB/122 hed P
Address form PTH 22) attached. (2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 2
[ "Fee Address” indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form registered atiorney or agent) and the names of up to
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customner 2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 4
Number is required. listed, no name will be printed.

w2

- ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : ( Individual [ Corporation or other private group entity ) Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
Issue Fee [ A check is enclosed.
(] Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) | Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.
[ Advance Order - # of Copies [ The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
Ja Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. e Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2).

NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office.

/Ming Chow/
Ming Chow

10-23-2013
58531

Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name Registration No.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process)
an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vaar de ndinﬁ upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete
this form and/or su gestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O.
Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450,
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450.

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11) Approved for use through 08/31/2013. OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE



Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with
your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to
the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this
information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the
principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process
and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the
requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine
your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or
expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom
of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of
records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these
records is required by the Freedom of Information Act.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting
evidence o a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel
in the course of settlement negotiations.

. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress

submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency
having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be
required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 552a(m).

. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this

system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World
Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy
Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator,

General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of
that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and
programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance
with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant
(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about
individuals.

. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either

publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35
U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a
routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in
which the proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published
application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local

law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or
regulation.
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Doc Code: MES.GIB
Document Description: Certification of Micro Entity Status (Gross Income Basis) PTO/SB/15A (03-13)

CERTIFICATION OF MICRO ENTITY STATUS
(GROSS INCOME BASIS)

Application Number or Control Number (if applicable): Patent Number (if applicable):
29431801

First Named Inventor: Title of Invention:
Jacklyn S. Easlick HANDBAG HANGER HOOK

(1)

(4)

The applicant hereby certifies the following—

SMALL ENTITY REQUIREMENT - The applicant qualifies as a small entity as defined in
37 CFR 1.27.

(2) APPLICATION FILING LIMIT - Neither the applicant nor the inventor nor a joint inventor

has been named as the inventor or a joint inventor on more than four previously filed U.S.
patent applications, excluding provisional applications and international applications
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) for which the basic national fee under 37
CFR 1.492(a) was not paid, and also excluding patent applications for which the applicant
has assigned all ownership rights or is obligated to assign all ownership rights as a result
of the applicant’s previous employment.

(3) GROSS INCOME LIMIT ON APPLICANTS AND INVENTORS - Neither the applicant nor

the inventor nor a joint inventor, in the calendar year preceding the calendar year in which
the applicable fee is being paid, had a gross income, as defined in section 61(a) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (26 U.S.C. 61(a)), exceeding the “Maximum Qualifying
Gross Income” reported on the USPTO website at
http./www.uspto.gov/patentsflaw/micro_entity jsp which is equal to three times the
median household income for that preceding calendar year, as most recently reported by
the Bureau of the Census.

GROSS INCOME LIMIT ON PARTIES WITH AN “OWNERSHIP INTEREST” - Neither
the applicant nor the inventor nor a joint inventor has assigned, granted, or conveyed, nor
is under an obligation by contract or law to assign, grant, or convey, a license or other
ownership interest in the application concerned to an entity that, in the calendar year
preceding the calendar year in which the applicable fee is being paid, had a gross
income, as defined in section 61(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, exceeding the
“Maximum Qualifying Gross Income” reported on the USPTO website at
hitp://www.uspto.gov/patents/law/micro_entity.jsp which is equal to three times the
median household income for that preceding calendar year, as most recently reported by
the Bureau of the Census.

SIGNATURE by a party set forth in 37 CFR 1.33(b)

Signature / Jacklyn s. Easlick /
Name Jacklyn S Easlick
Date 10/23/2013 Telephone | 9176990071 Registration No.
-~ There is more than one inventor and | am one of the inventors who are jointly identified as the applicant.
D Additional certification form(s) signed by the other joint inventor(s) are inciuded with this form.




Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number: 29431801
Filing Date: 11-Sep-2012
Title of Invention: HANDBAG HANGER HOOK

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Jacklyn S. EASLICK

Filer:

Ming Chow/Vicky Cheng

Attorney Docket Number:

TP-EASJ-HIA2

Filed as Micro Entity

Design Filing Fees

Description

Fee Code Quantity Amount

Sub-Total in
UsD($)

Basic Filing:

Pages:

Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance;

Design Issue Fee

3502 1 255

255

Extension-of-Time:




Description

Fee Code

Quantity

Amount

Sub-Total in
UsD($)

Miscellaneous:

Total in USD ($)

255




Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 17208312
Application Number: 29431801
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 3337
Title of Invention: HANDBAG HANGER HOOK

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Jacklyn S. EASLICK

Customer Number:

62439

Filer: Ming Chow/Vicky Cheng
Filer Authorized By: Ming Chow
Attorney Docket Number: TP-EASJ-HIA2
Receipt Date: 23-0CT-2013
Filing Date: 11-SEP-2012
Time Stamp: 15:50:58
Application Type: Design
Payment information:
Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type Credit Card
Payment was successfully received in RAM $255
RAM confirmation Number 2674
Deposit Account
Authorized User
File Listing:
Document o . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
D tD
Number ocument Description File Name Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)




72333
] Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) PTO85b_29431801.pdf no 2

086103493ec6786013%e8a5¢348699b73b9)
6cd3ad

Warnings:

Information:

117334
PTO15_29431801.pdf no 1

305 6671283
4b719

Certification of Micro Entity (Gross
Income Basis)

Warnings:

information:

30006
3 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2

edeb67b0ad6a5b873879¢42904228064d0
62d087

Warnings:

Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes)] 219673

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503,

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.




PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O.Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmilting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks | through 5 should be completed where
appropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as
in

icated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate * ADDRESS" for
maintenance fee notifications.
CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the

Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
Eapers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
ave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

Sinorica, LLC
19785 Crystal Rock Drive
Suite 207

. Germantown, MD-20874

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
States Postal S);rvicc with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envel
addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile
transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below.

10/24/2013 INTEFSH 00002674 29431801 {Depositor's name)
AN (Signaturc)
01 FC:3502 255,00 0P —
I APPLICATION NO. l FILING DATE l FIRST NAMED INVENTOR l ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 1
29/431,801 09-11-2012 Jackiyn S. EASLICK TP-EASJ-HIA2 3337
TITLE OF INVENTION:
| apeLN.TYPE | sMaLLENTITY [ 1ssUEFEEDUE I PUBLICATION FEE DUE [ PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE I TOTAL FEE(S) DUE ] DATE DUE I
nonprovisional  MICRO $255 $0 $0 $255 01/13/2014
I ' EXAMINER | ART UNIT | crass-suscrass I
i. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address” (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list )
CFR 1.363). . i | Sinorica, LLG
(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
a Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR, alternatively,
Address form PTO/SE/122) attached, (2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 2
(0 "Eee Address” indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 2 registered patent attorncys or agents. If no nameis 3
Number is required. listed, no name will be printed.

(]

. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an ass?nec is identificd below, no assignee data will appcar on the patent. If an assignec is identificd bclc;w. the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFK 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be prinied on the patent) : O individuat O Corporation or other private group cntity 3 Government

da. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
Issue Fee . [ A check is enclosed.
O publication Fee {No small cntity discount permitted) a Payment by credit card, Form PTO-2038 is attached.
[ Advance Order - # of Copies I 'The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any

overpayment, to Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
Ua Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. Sce 37 CFR 1.27. Qs Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2).

NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant: a registered attorney or agent: or the assignee or other party in
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office.

/Ming Chow/
Ming Chow

10-23-2013
58531

Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name Registration No.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO lo process)
an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete
this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O.
Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450,
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450.

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.
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Privacy Act Statement

Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to

the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this
information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the
principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process
and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the
requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine

your

submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or

expiration of the patent.

The
1.

information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom
of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of
records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these
records is required by the Freedom of Information Act.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel
in the course of settlement negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency
having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be
required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 552a(m). ' : _

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this
system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World
Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant (o the Atomic Energy
Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator,

General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of
that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and
programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance
with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant
(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about
individuals.

- A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either

publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35
U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a
routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in
which the proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published
application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local

law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or
regulation.
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SINORICA, LLC

19785 Crystal Rock Drive
Suite 207

Germantown, MD 20874

Courtesy Reminder for
Application Serial No: 29/431,801

Attorney Docket No: TP-EASJ-HIA2
Customer Number: 62439
Date of Electronic Notification: 10/11/2013

This is a courtesy reminder that new correspondence is available for this
application. If you have not done so already, please review the
correspondence. The official date of notification of the outgoing
correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOL-90 accompanying the
correspondence.

An email notification regarding the correspondence was sent to the following
email address(es) associated with your customer number:
MCHOW®@SINORICA.COM
DOMINS@COMCAST.NET
SINORICA@GMAIL.COM

To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses, please
visit us anytime at https://sportal.uspto.gov/secure/myportal/privatepair.

If you have any questions, please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC)
at EBC@uspto.gov or call 1-866-217-9197.



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.USpto.gov

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

I EXAMINER l
62439 7590 10/11/2013
SINORICA, LLC BAYNHAM, HOLLY H
19785 Crystal Rock Drive
Suite 207 I ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER J
Germantown, MD 20874 2915
DATE MAILED: 10/11/2013
APPLICATION NO. I FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. | CONFIRMATION NO.
29/431,801 09/11/2012 Jacklyn S. EASLICK TP-RASJ-HIA2 3337

TITLE OF INVENTION: HANDBAG HANGER HOOK

I APPLN. TYPE | ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE I PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE | TOTAL FEE(S) DUE | DATE DUE

nonprovisional SMALL 3510 $0 $0 $510 01/13/2014

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW
DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:
L Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO, verify whether entitlement to that
entity status still applies.

If the ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above.

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)".

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entity
fees.

IL. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due.

Page 1 of 4
PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11)



PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS; This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where
appropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as
in(ficated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for
maintenance fee notifications.

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certiﬁca(e cannot be used for any other accompanying

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) apers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
Eave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission

62439 7590 1071172013 I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
SINORICA, LLC S(tiztes (zjstal t}e]rvi]iz/}e vimSh sul ?chel?}ta pIgIsfége ggr first t(;(l)ass mail bi)’n an gnvelo
. addressed to the Mail Sto, FEE address above, or being facsimile
19785 Crystal Rock Drive transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273.2885, on the date indicated below.
Suite 207 —
Germantown, MD 20874 Depositors name)
(Signature)
(Date)
APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
29/431,801 09/11/2012 Jacklyn S. EASLICK TP-EASJ-HIA2 3337
TITLE OF INVENTION: HANDBAG HANGER HOOK
I APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS | ISSUE FEE DUE l PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
nonprovisional SMALL $510 $0 $0 $510 01/13/2014
I EXAMINER I ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS I
BAYNHAM, HOLLY H 2915 D08-367000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). (1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 1
J Chan%e of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR, alternatively,
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. o . ) 2
(2) the name of a single firm (having as a membera =
[ "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address” Indication form registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no nameis g
Number is required. listed, no name will be printed.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : ( Individual [ Corporation or other private group entity [ Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitied: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
[ Issue Fee [ A check is enclosed.
[ publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) a Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.
() Advance Order - # of Copies (L The Director is hereby authorized Lo charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this form).
Page 2 of 4
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5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

J Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29 NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see form PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.
a Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken

to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

A Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
entity status, as applicable.

NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office.

Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name Registration No.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process)
an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete
this form and/or stgggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to La’e Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O.
Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450,
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450.

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no bersons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Page 3 of 4
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.usplo.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. | CONFIRMATION NO. l
29/431,801 09/11/2012 Jacklyn S. EASLICK TP-EASJ-HIA2 3337
| EXAMINER I
62439 7590 10/11/2013
SINORICA, LLC BAYNHAM, HOLLY H
19785 Crystal Rock Drive
Suite 207 I ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER J
Germantown, MD 20874 2915

DATE MAILED: 10/11/2013

Determination of Patent Term Extension or Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)

Design patents have a term measured from the issue date of the patent and the term remains the same length
regardless of the time that the application for the design patent was pending. Since the above-identified application is
an application for a design patent, the patent is not eligible for Patent Term Extension or Adjustment under 35 U.S.C.
154(b).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.

Page 4 of 4
PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11)



Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with
your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to
the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this
information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the
principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process
and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the
requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine
your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or
expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom
of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of
records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these
records is required by the Freedom of Information Act.

. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting

evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel
in the course of settlement negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency
having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be
required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this
system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World
Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy
Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator,

General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of
that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and
programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance
with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant
(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about
individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35
U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a
routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in
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The present application is being examined under the pre-AlA first to invent
provisions.
Examiner's Amendment
1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee.
Specification

Figure description- For accuracy, "reduced scale” has been inserted in the
figure description of Fig. 8 before “perspective”.

Contact Information

To inquire about this communication or earlier communications, contact Holly H.
Baynham by phone at (571) 272-2597. The examiner can normally be reached on
Mondays through Fridays from 7:30am to 4:00pm. [f attempts to reach the examiner by
phone are unsuccessful, the applicant can reach the examiner’s supervisor, Rob
Spear, by phone at (571) 272-2645. The official fax number is 571-273-8300. To ask a
question of a general nature or about the status of this application, contact 2900
Customer Service by phone at 703-306-5648.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http:/pair-direct.uspto.gov.
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free).

/Holly H. Baynham/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2915
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Title

Handbag Hanger Hook
Preliminary Class
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PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent” and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents" (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4158).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15
GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as

page 2 of 3



set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).

SelectUSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location
for business investment, innovation and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation

works to encourage, facilitate, and accelerate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best

country in the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov.
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the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith:

OR

D | hereby appoint Practitioner(s) named below as my/our attorney(s) or agent(s) with respect to the patent identified
above, and to transact all business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith:

Practitioner(s) Name Registration Number

Please recognize or change the correspondence address for the above-identified patent to:

The address associated with the above-mentioned Customer Number.
OR

D The address associated with Customer Number:
OR

Firm or
Individual Name

Address

City | State | ] ZipI
Country
Telephane I Email I
| am the:
Inventor, having ownership of the patent.

OR

Patent owner.
Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) (Form PTO/SB/96) submitted herewith or filed on

SIGNATURE of Inventor or Patent Owner

Signature /3acklyn S. Easlick/ Date 7/25/2012
Name Jacklyn S EasTick Telephone
Title and Company

NOTE: Signatures of all the inventors or patent owners of the entire interest or their representative(s) are required. Submit multiple forms if more than one
signature is required, see below*.

*Total of 1 forms are submitted.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.31, 1.32 and 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes to complete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on
the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

Ifyou need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.



Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

Filing Date:

Title of Invention:

Handbag Hanger Hook

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Jacklyn S. EASLICK

Filer: Ming Chow/Megan Huan
Attorney Docket Number: TP-EASJ-HIA2
Filed as Small Entity
Design Filing Fees
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount SuB;l';(t;)l in
Basic Filing:
Design application filing 2012 1 125 125
Design Search Fee 2112 1 60 60
Design Examination Fee 2312 1 80 80
Pages:
Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:




Sub-Total in

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount UsD($)
Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
Extension-of-Time:
Miscellaneous:
Total in USD ($) 265




Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFSID: 13712195
Application Number: 29431801
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 3337

Title of Invention:

Handbag Hanger Hook

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Jacklyn S. EASLICK

Customer Number:

62439

Filer: Ming Chow/Megan Huan
Filer Authorized By: Ming Chow
Attorney Docket Number: TP-EASJ-HIA2
Receipt Date: 11-SEP-2012
Filing Date:
Time Stamp: 15:20:34
Application Type: Design
Payment information:
Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type Credit Card
Payment was successfully received in RAM $265
RAM confirmation Number 1944
Deposit Account
Authorized User
File Listing:
Document oL . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
D tD
Number ocument Description File Name Message Digest | Part/.zip| (if appl.)




13022
1 Specification specs_TP-EASJ-HIA2.pdf no 1

1b25753e74b7dd7bfGbeSachfbcc529d322]
dad2f

Warnings:

Information:

160539
Figures_TP-EASJ-HIA2.pdf no 8

1d34942b3f85 1¢852babed 96e2cc9a3eba3
beede

Drawings-only black and white line
drawings

Warnings:

information:

97892
3 Oath or Declaration filed Declaration_TP-EASJ-HIA2.pdf no 3

20beb646caefed860ae09376cfd4e06e077Y
2cab

Warnings:

Information:

64632
4 Power of Attorney POA_TP-EASJ-HIA2.pdf no 1

ddbb04fc17e880fff66de2beSa4334ba5 1 eb]

Warnings:

Information:

32591
5 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2

5189657 ¢54dclect Thde5(637fd9d7189791]

Warnings:

Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes) 368676

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.5.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.




10

15

20

25

Handbag Hanger Hook

I, Jacklyn S Easlick, have invented a new design for a handbag hanger hook, as set forth
in the following specification. The invention generally comprises two hooks or circular
curved portions vertically connected to each other by a slanted curved middle portion and
oriented at a 90 degree angle to each other. The top hook comprises approximately three
quarters of a circle and hangs on a closet rod or clothing rack, and the bottom hook
resembles a U-shape on which the straps of a handbag are hung. The top hook is

positioned approximately vertically above the lowest point of the bottom hook.

DESCRIPTION:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the handbag hanger hook;

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view thereof;

FIG. 3 is a rear elevational view thereof;

FIG. 4 is a right-side elevational view thereof;

FIG. 5 is a left-side elevational view thereof,

FIG. 6 is a bottom plan view thereof;

FIG. 7 is a top plan view thereof; and,

FIG. 8 is a perspective view thereof wherein the top hook is hung on a rod, with a

handbag hanging from the bottom hook.
The broken line showing the rod and handbag in FIG. 8 is included for the purpose of

showing environmental structure and forms no part of the claimed design.

CLAIM:

The ornamental design for a handbag hanger hook, as shown and described.



FIG. 1






......

FIG. 3



\1\“%




FIG. 5



FI1G. 6



FIG. 7




e
e
-
-
e
7~
7~
7~
. @%
/1 \\
Il \\
IEY
(U 3L
/\\ U
\ —
\
\\

FIG. 8



DocuSign Envelope ID: 8A2A740E-0B5F-4D40-9A87-FD7D6B1F418B

PTO/SB/01 {04-09)

Approved for use through 06/30/2010. OMB 0651-0032

U.8. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, na persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Document Description: Uath or declaration tiled

4 DECLARATION FOR UTILITY OR | lomeyPocket 1 rp_pasyra2 )
DESIGN , -
First Named Inventor | Jacklyn S Easlick
PATENT APPLICATION
(37 CFR 1.63) COMPLETE IF KNOWN
Declarati Application Number
Declaration eclaration
i Submitted After Initial Filing Dat
\?\zt{m:,t:g] OR l:] Filing (surcharge Hing ate
(37 CFR 1.16(f)) Art Unit

Filing

required)

\ Examiner Name /

t hereby declare that: (1) Each inventor's residence, mailing address, and citizenship are as stated below next to their name;
and (2) ! believe the inventor(s) named below to be the original and first inventor(s) of the subject matter which is claimed and
for which a patent is sought on the invention titled:

Handbag Hanger Hook

(Title of the Invention)

the application of which
is attached hereto
OR

D was filed on (MM/DD/YYYY) as United States Application Number or PCT International

Application Number and was amended on (MM/DD/YYYY) (if applicable).

I hereby state that | have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified application, including the claims, as
amended by any amendment specifically referred to above.

| acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR 1.56, including for
continuation-in-part appiications, material information which became available between the filing date of the prior application
and the national or PCT international filing date of the continuation-in-part application.

Authorization To Permit Access To Application by Participating Offices

D If checked, the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office (EPO), the
Japan Patent Office (JPO), the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO), the World Intellectual Property Office (WIPO), and
any other intellectual property offices in which a foreign application claiming priority to the above-identified patent application is
filed access to the above-identified patent application. See 37 CFR 1.14(c) and (h). This box should not be checked if the
applicant does not wish the EPO, JPO, KIPO, WIPO, or other intellectual property office in which a foreign application claiming
priority to the above-identified patent application is filed to have access to the above-identified patent application.

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(h)(3), access will be provided to a copy of the above-identified patent application with respect
to: 1) the above-identified patent application-as-filed; 2) any foreign application to which the above-identified patent application
claims priority under 35 U.8.C. 119(a)-(d) if a copy of the foreign application that satisfies the certified copy requirement of

37 CFR 1.55 has been filed in the above-identified patent application; and 3) any U.S. application-as-filed from which benefit is
sought in the above-identified patent application.

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(c), access may be provided to information concerning the date of filing the Authorization to
Permit Access to Application by Participating Offices.

[Page 1 of 3]
This collection of information is required by 35 U.S.C. 115 and 37 CFR 1.63. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and
by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 21 minutes to
complete, inciuding gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.8.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.8. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO
THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.0. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.



DocuSign Envelope ID: 8A2A740E-0B5F-4D40-9A87-FD7D6B1F418B

PTO/SB/01 (04-09)

Approved for use through 06/30/2010. OMB 0651-0032
U.8. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

DECLARATION — Utility or Design Patent Application

Claim of Foreign Priority Benefits

| hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d) or (f), or 365(b) of any foreign application(s) for patent,
inventor's or plant breeder's rights certificate(s), or 365(a) of any PCT international application which designated at least one
country other than the United States of America, listed below and have also identified below, by checking the box, any foreign
application for patent, inventor's or plant breeder's rights certificate(s), or any PCT international application having a filing date
before that of the application on which priority is claimed.

Prior Foreign Application

Number(s) Country

Foreign Filing Date
(MM/DD/YYYY)

Priority
Not Claimed

Certified Copy Attached?
YES NO

]

[] L]

L

L] [

L]

[ [

[]

[] []

D Additional foreign application number(s) are listed on a supplemental pricrity data sheet PTO/SB/02B attached hereto.

[Page 2 of 3]



DocuSign Envelope 1D: 8A2A740E-0B5F-4D40-9A87-FD7D6B1F418B

PTO/SB/01 (04-09)

Approved for use through 06/30/2010. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

DECLARATION — Utility or Design Patent Application

. The address
C ondence
Direct all associated with 62439 OR D a;;:zzg below

correspondence to:
P Customer Number:

Name

Address

City State Zip

Country Telephone Email

WARNING:

Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application that may
contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card numbers
(other than a check or credit card authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the
USPTO to support a petition or an application. If this type of personal information is included in documents submitted to the
USPTO, petitioners/applicants should consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them
to the USPTO. Petitioner/applicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of
the application (unless a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of
a patent. Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also be available to the public if the application is
referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms
PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes are not retained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available.
Petitioner/applicant is advised that documents which form the record of a patent application (such as the PTO/SB/01) are placed
into the Privacy Act system of records DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, COMMERCE-PAT-7, System name: Patent Application
Files. Documents not retained in an application file (such as the PTO-2038) are placed into the Privacy Act system of
COMMERCE/PAT-TM-10, System name: Deposit Accounts and Electronic Funds Transfer Profiles.

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and
belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and
the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 1001 and that such willful false statements
may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon.

NAME OF SOLE OR FIRST INVENTOR: l:] A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor
Given Name (first and middle [if any]) Family Name or Surname
Jacklyn S Easlick
Inventor's Signature Date
/Jacklyn s. Easlick/ 7/25/2012
Residence: City State Country Citizenship
Rye NY us us

Mailing Address
222 purchase St. #187

City State Zip Country
Rye NY 10580 us
[___I Additional inventors or a legal representative are being named on the supplemental sheet{s) PTO/SB/02A or 02LR attached hereto

[Page 3 of 3]



DocCode — SCORE

SCORE Placeholder Sheet for IFW Content

Application Number: 29431801 Document Date: 09/11/2012

The presence of this form in the IFW record indicates that the following document type was
received in electronic format on the date identified above. This content is stored in the SCORE
database.

- Drawing

Since this was an electronic submission, there is no physical artifact folder, no artifact folder is
recorded in PALM, and no paper documents or physical media exist. The TIFF images in the
I[FW record were created from the original documents that are stored in SCORE.

To access the documents in the SCORE database, refer to instructions developed by SIRA.

At the time of document entry (noted above):
» Examiners may access SCORE content via the eDAN interface.
» Other USPTO employees can bookmark the current SCORE URL
(http://es/ScoreAccessWeb/).
+ External customers may access SCORE content via the Public and Private PAIR
interfaces.

Form Revision Date: February 8, 2006



Cited References




a2 United States Design Patent (o) Patent No.:

Williams

| AR R A TR OO O o
US00D475278S

US D475,278 S

45) Date of Patent: % Jun.3,2003

(54) SOCK HOOK

(75) Inventor: Arnold H. Williams, Boxborough, MA

(Us)
(73) Assignee: Christmas Cove Designs, Inc.,
Richmond, ME (US)

**) Term: 14 Years

(21) Appl. No.: 29/161,139
(22) Filed:  May 23, 2002

(51) LOC (D) Cl it 08-05
(52) US.CL e D8/367; D3/328
(58) Field of Search ..........c........ D8/373, 367, 368;
211/113, 86.01, 106.01, 13.1; D11/42, 126,

130; 248/214, 215, 302-308, 309.1, 339,

341, 914, 497; D3/328, 304; D6/315, 317

(56) References Cited
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

2,473,086 A 6/1949 Montero ......ooceerrenene 248/308

*
2,521,037 A * 9/1950 Brinton ......ccceeeceemn.. 211/85.3
D244,883 S * 6/1977 Rohrmuller ... D3/328
D295267 S * 4/1988 Saraga ......... ... D11/42
5,816,558 A * 10/1998 Sommer et al. ............ 248/544
D401,840 S * 12/1998 Goodman et al. ........... D8/367

* cited by examiner

Primary Examiner—Pamela Burgess
(74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Pandiscio & Pandiscio

7 CLAIM

The ornamental design for a sock hook, as shown and
described.

DESCRIPTION

FIG. 11is a perspective view of a sock hook showing my new
design, the broken lines shown are for illustrative purposes
only and form no part of the claimed design;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of the sock hook
shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a right side elevational view of the sock hook
shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a left side elevational view of the sock hook shown
in FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is a top plan view of the sock hook shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 is a bottom plan view of the sock hook shown in FIG.
1

FIG. 7 is a front elevational view of the sock hook shown in
FIG. 1;

FIG. 8 is a rear elevational view of the sock hook shown in
FIG. 1;

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of a second embodiment of the
sock hook showing my new design, the broken lines shown
are for illustrative purposes only and form no part of the
claimed design;

FIG. 10 is an enlarged perspective view of the sock hook
shown in FIG. 9;

FIG. 11 is a right side elevational view of the sock hook
shown in FIG. 9;

FIG. 12 is a left side elevational view of the sock hook
shown in FIG. 9,

FIG. 13 is a top plan view of the sock hook shown in FIG.
9

FIG. 14 is a bottom plan view of the sock hook shown in
FIG. 9;

FIG. 15 is a front elevational view of the sock hook shown
in FIG. 9; and,

FIG. 16 is a rear elevational view of the sock hook shown
in FIG. 9.

1 Claim, 8 Drawing Sheets
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[57] ABSTRACT

A device for clamping the wires of a string of decorative
lights to Christmas tree branches is formed of a wholly
integral length of flexible, but normally shape-retaining
material doubled back on itself from opposite ends thereof
at opposite sides of a diagonally oriented, substantiaily
central part of the length of material to provide oppositely
directed, open loop clamping portions whose openings are at
respective opposite sides of but at the central part of the
length of material. The flexible material is such that an
opening to an open loop can expand to accept branches to be
received and held in a clamping loop along with light string
wires and can be rotated to open the opening when release
of a branch is desired. A loop of the device is selected for
clamping to a branch leaving the other loop to serve as a
handle for manipulating the device and thereafter free for
receiving a Christmas tree decoration.

15 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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CLAMPING DEVICE FOR SECURING
CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHT WIRES AND/OR
DECORATIONS TO CHRISTMAS TREES

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field

The invention is in the field of securing Christmas tree
lights, garlands, and ornaments to a Christmas tree.

2. State of the Art

Current practice in decorating Christmas trees is generally.
to drape the wires which connect Christmas tree light
sockets with light bulbs therein from branch to branch of the
tree to spread the lights around the tree. Generally the wires
are not secured to the tree branches. In many instances this
means that the wires can slip from the branches, and in some
instances, it is difficult to extend the lights in a desired
fashion between relatively widely spaced branches. With
some light sets, loops in the wire at each light socket are
provided with a slide bead over the wires so the loop can be
placed about the end of a branch and the slide bead moved
to close the loop around the branch to secure the light
sockets to desired branches. Other light sockets are provided
with clips of some type to enable the light socket to be
clipped to a Christmas tree branch. However, the loops and
clips generally are provided with relatively large light sock-
ets, and the miniature light sets which have become popular
generally do not include any means for securing a light
socket to a branch. For some currently available light sets
where an upright orientation of the light is important, such
as lights which simulate candles, the light socket has a
hand-operated spring clip on the bottom of the light socket
so the light socket can be clipped to a branch in an upright
position.

Similarly to strings of lights, tinsel garlands are generally
draped from branch to branch with no means of securing the
garland to a branch to hold it from sliding off.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to the invention, a device for clamping the
wires of a string of decorative lights to Christmas tree
branches is formed of a wholly integral length of flexible,
but normally shape-retaining material, that is doubled back
on itself from opposite ends thereof at opposite sides of a
diagonally oriented, substantially central part of the length
of material to provide oppositely directed, open loop clamp-
ing portions whose openings are at respective opposite sides
of but at the central part of the length of material. The
clamping loops are generally of different sizes and either of
the clamping loops may be selected for clamping a wire of
a string of Christmas tree lights to a limb or branch of a
Christmas tree. Selection is generally based on the size of
the branch t6 which the device is applied. The other loop
provides a handle for manipulating the device and, when in
place on a branch, is free for receiving a Christmas tree
ormament or other decoration, if desired. Such other loop
could, if desired, receive the wire of the decorative light set
or could receive a loop of a second device of the invention
if additional length is required. The flexible material from
which the device is made allows entry of a tree branch into
a clamping loop and allows the device to be twisted so that,
when desired, a loop thereof can be easily twisted and
removed from a branch.

The diagonally oriented, substantially central part of the
length of material forms a substantially straight central
portion from the ends of which extend the open loop
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2

clamping portions. These open loop clamping portions
include arcuate portions which extend through at least
approximately 270° from the ends of the central portion to
double back on the central portion and the arcuate portions
flow into relatively short straight portions which extend,
preferably substantially parallel to the straight central por-
tion and preferably spaced somewhat from the central por-
tion, to provide openings leading into substantially circular
areas formed by the arcuate portions. The relatively short
straight portions terminate in end portions which extend at
angles outwardly from the central portion to act as guides to
the openings between the relatively short portions and the
central portion. The transitions between the relatively short
straight portion and the end portion are preferably of a
relatively large radius compared to the radius of the transi-
tions between the arcuate portions -and the relatively short
straight portions. This makes it easier to slide the device onto
a branch than to slide it off of a branch.

THE DRAWINGS

The best mode presently contemplated for carrying out
the invention is illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1 is a side elevation of a device of the invention;,
FIG. 2, a perspective view of the device being applied to

a Christmas tree branch and decorative light set wire to hold
the wire in position on the branch;

FIG. 3, a perspective view similar to that of FIG. 2,
showing the device installed on the branch;

FIG. 4, a perspective view similar to that of FIG. 2, but
showing the device twisted as it is prepared for removal
from the branch; and

FIG. 5, a perspective view similar to that of FIG. 2, but
show the device as removed from the branch.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
ILLUSTRATED EMBODIMENTS

Referring to FIG. 1, the clip or clamping device of the
invention is formed of a length of fiexible, but normally
shape-retaining, material that is doubled back on itself from
opposite ends thereof at opposite sides of a diagonally
oriented, substantially central part or portion 10 of the length
to provide oppositely directed, open loop clamping portions
11 and 12, which open at passage 13 and 14, respectively, at
respective opposite sides of central portion 10. Both open
loop clamping portions 11 and 12 open along central portion
10.

The central portion 10 is elongate and substantially
straight. At each end of the straight central portion 10 is an
arcuate portion wherein the clip doubles back on itself to
form the open loop elements at each end extending from the
central portion 10 in opposite directions. Thus, arcuate
portion 15 extends from one end of straight central portion
10, through at least approximately 270° to a relatively short
straight portion 16, which preferably is substantially parallel
to straight central portion 10, which extends from arcuate
portion 15 toward the opposite end of central portion 10. The
relatively short straight portion 16 smoothly joins an end
portion 17 which extends at an angle outwardly away from
the central portion 10. Arcuate portion 18 extends from the
opposite end of straight central portion 10, through at least
approximately 270° to a relatively short straight portion 19,
again which is preferably substantially parallel to straight
central portion 10, which extends toward the one end of
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central portion 10. Relatively short straight portion 19
smoothly joins an end portion 20 which extends at an angle
outwardly away from the central portion 10. Arcuate por-
tions 15 and 18 extend from central portion 10 in opposite
directions as do end portions 17 and 20. While the relatively
short straight portions 16 and 19 could be immediately
adjacent central portion 10, it is preferred that they be spaced
a short distance from central portion 10 to form the openings
or passages 13 between central portion 10 and relatively
short straight portion 16, and passage 14 between central
portion 16 and relatively short straight portion 19. Passage
13 leads to a substantially circular area 21 formed by arcuate
portion 15 and passage 14 leads to substantially circular area
22 formed by arcnate portion 18.

It is important for operation of the device that it be made
of a flexible material which is normally shape-retaining
which will allow flexing of the open loop portions 11 or 12
to accept and receive branches of a Christmas tree therein.
Thus, the arcuate portions 15 or 18 will flex so that the
relatively short straight portions 16 or 19 move outwardly
whereby the passages 13 or 14 leading to the circular areas
21 or 22 can be enlarged to the normal diameter of the
circular areas 21 or 22. This allows passage of a Christmas
tree branch into the circular area 21 or 22. The material must
also be such that it will return to its original configuration
after such flexing so that the arcuate portions 15 or 18 will
surround more than one-half of a received branch through
the extent of the arc and hold the device on the branch.
Polyolefins such as polypropylene and polyethylene have
been found to be satisfactory materials. Himont 1050
polypropylene works well.

Each of the open loop portion 11 and 12 will preferably
be of different size, i.e., the radius of each of the arcuate
portions 15 and 18 will be different, whereby a larger loop
can be used for a larger branch and a smaller loop can be
used for a smaller branch. However, the loops could be of
substantially equal size if desired for particular applications.

As can be seen in FIG. 1, the transition 23 along passage
13 from end portion 17 to relatively short straight portion 16
is smoothly radiused as is the transition 24 from arcuate
portion 15 to relatively short straight portion 16. The radius
of curvature for transition 23 is relatively large compared to
the radius of curvature for transition 24. It is presently
preferred that the radius of transition 23 be about double the
radius of transition 24. The result of this difference is that it
is easier for a branch to cam passage 13 open so the branch
can move into circular area 21 than it is for a branch in
circular area 21 to cam passage 13 open so that it can move
out of circular 21. This is desirable so that it is easy to pull
the device over a branch to thereby secure the device to a
branch, but so that it is difficult, when once secured, for the
branch to come out of the device. This tends to prevent
unwanted release of the device from the branch. It is
preferred that if a tangent be drawn to the midpoint of the
transition, that for transition 23, it intersects the central
portion 10 at an angle of between 30° and 45° and that for
transition 24 it intersect the central portion 10 at an angle of
between 60° and 80°. The transitions for the smaller open
loop portion 12 will preferably be substantially the same as
for the larger open loop portion 11.

For general indoor Christmas tree use, it is preferred that
the clamping device of the invention be as unobtrusive or
unnoticeable as possible. It is therefore preferred that the
device be sized so that it fits within and does not extend
beyond the needles extending from an average fir tree
branch. It has been determined that generally an overall
device length of about one and one-quarter inch meets this
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4
requirement., With such length, the width of the device will
be about five-eighths inch. The arcuate portion 15 of the
larger open loop portion 11 has a radius of about 0.187 inch
and the arcuate portion 18 of the smaller open loop portion
12 has a radius of about 0.125 inch. The radius of the
transition 23 from the end portion 17 to the relatively short
straight portion 16 is about 0.125 inch while the radius of the
transition 24 from the arcuate portion 15 to the relatively
short straight portion 16 is about 0.063 inch. The device is
made of a length of polypropylene of rectangular cross
section with a thickness of about 0.09 inch and a width of
about 0.125 inch. Larger passage 13 is about 0.09 inch in
width, about the same size as the thickness of the material
from which the device is made, and the smaller passage 14
is about two-thirds the size of the larger passage at about
0.06 inch. The lengths of the two relatively short straight

- portions 16 and 19 are equal and are about 0.09 inches, equal

to the width of the larger passage 13. End portions 17 and 20
extend outwardly at an angle of about 60° from the central
portion 10.

The above measurements are currently preferred for
indoor Christmas tree use, however, it should be realized
that the device of the invention could be made in various
sizes and, particularly, could be made in a larger size for use
with large outdoor trees whose branches are generally larger
than indoor Christmas trees.

In use, a user selects the particular open loop portion 11
or 12 to be used with and receive a particular branch, such
as loop 11 in FIGS. 2-5, and holds the other open loap
portion, 12 in FIGS. 2-5, as a handle to manipulate the
device. The entrance to open loop portion 11, formed by end
portion 17 leading to passage 13 is positioned adjacent a
selected branch 25. If the device is being used to secure a
wire 26 of a decorative light set in one of the securement
arrangements of the invention, the wire 26 is placed over the
branch as shown in FIG. 2 and the entrance to open loop
portion 11 is positioned at the intersection of the branch and
wire. The device is pulled against the branch in the direction
of arrow 27. The loop will flex to enlarge passage 13 so that
branch 25 will pass through passage 13 as the device is
moved in the direction of the arrow 27 and pass into circular
area 21. Open loop portion 11 will close around branch 25
to secure the device to the branch as shown in FIG. 3. Wire
26 is then held in place on branch 25 as shown in FIG. 3.
With the current arrangement of the end portion 17 and
transition 23 therefrom to relatively short straight portion
16, the device slips easily onto branch 25, With the described
arrangement of the transition 24 from the arcuate portion 15
to relative short straight portion 16, it is difficult to slide the
device from branch 25. A branch 25 does not have to
completely fill circular area 21 for the device to be secured
thereto. The branch 25 merely need be larger than passage
13 so that it does not easily pass back through the passage
to release the device. Thus, the device will clamp a wire to
the branch and hold it in position and will stay on the branch’
even when loose about the branch.

With the device of the invention secured to branch 25 as
shown in FIG. 3, open loop portion 12 is available to receive
and hang an ornament 28. Alternately, light string wire 26,
rather than being held in place over branch 25 by open loop
portion 11 around branch 25, could be positioned in and held
in place by open loop portion 12. Tinsel and other garlands
could be secured and held to branch 25 in the same manner
as wire 26. Further, if a light wire, garland, ornament, or
other item is to be supported in position at a greater distance
below branch 25, one or more additional devices could be
used, one hung from the other end-to-end, to support such
item at any desired distance from the branch.
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When it is desired to remove the device from the branch
25, a user could, using the entrance to passage 13 formed by
end portion 17, flex open loop portion 11 to open passage 13
to allow the device to be removed from branch 25. A
preferred method of removal, because it is generally easier,
is to grasp the device and twist it as shown by arrow 30 in
FIG. 4 to flex open loop portion 11 and straight central
portion 10 so that the end of the loop formed by relatively
short straight portion 16 and end portion 17 are rotated
approximately 90° from their original positions to thereby
open passage 13 as shown in FIG. 4, and while in that
position, the device is moved upwardly in the direction of
arrow 31 and removed from the branch 25. After removal,
the material returns to its original configuration and the
removed device is shown in FIG. 5.

While it is preferred that relatively short straight portions
16 and 19 extend parallel to central portion 10, this is not
necessary and in some instances, particularly with the
smaller loop, warpage during cooling of the device after
molding may result in portion 19 extending at an angle to
central relatively short straight portion 16.

While it is preferred that the branch on which the device
is secured fits within the space normally formed by the
arcuate portion, with the materials used and the configura-
tion of the device as shown, even if the branch is somewhat
bigger than the opening normally formed by the arcuate
portion, the device will flex and effectively clamp and hold
the branch.

Whereas this invention is here illustrated and described
with reference an embodiment thereof presently contem-
plated as the best mode of carrying out such invention in
aciual practice, it is to be understood that various changes
may be made in adapting the invention to different embodi-
ments without departing from the broader inventive con-
cepts disclosed herein and comprehended by the claims that
follow.

We claim:

1. A device for clamping the wires of a string of Christmas
tree lights to Christmas tree branches and at the same time
providing for attachment of a tree decoration, comprising a
wholly integral length of flexible but normally shape-retain-
ing material that is doubled back on itself from opposite ends
thereof at opposite sides of a diagonally oriented, substan-
tially central part of said length to provide oppositely
directed, open loop clamping portions whose openings are at
respective opposite sides of but at said central part of said
length, said openings formed by relatively short straight
portions substantially parallel to the central part of said
length, whereby either of said clamping loops may be
selected for clamping of a wire of a string of Christmas tree
lights to a branch of the Christmas tree, leaving the other free
for receiving a Christmas tree decoration.

2. A device according to claim 1, wherein the flexible,
normally shape-retaining material is a polyolefin.

3. A device according to claim 2, wherein the polyolefin
is polypropylene.

4. A device according to claim 1, wherein the clamping
loops are of different sizes so that selection of the clamping
loop is based upon the size of the branch to which the wire
is to be clamped.

5. A device for securing the wire of a decorative light -

string or an ornament to a Christmas tree comprising:
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6

an clongate, substantially straight central portion having
opposite ends;

a first arcuate portion extending in a direction from one
end of the central portion through an arc of at least
approximately 270° to a first arcuate portion end;

a first relatively short straight portion extending from the
first arcuate portion end toward the opposite end of the
substantially straight central portion, said first rela-
tively short straight portion being substantially parallel
with said substantially straight central portion and
having a first relatively short portion end toward said
opposite end;

a first end portion extending from the first relatively short
portion end at an angle outwardly away from the
central portion;

a second arcuate portion extending from the opposite end
of the central portion in a direction opposite to the
direction of the first arcuate portion through an arc of
at least approximately 270° to a second arcuate portion
end;

a second relatively short straight portion extending from
the second arcuate portion end toward the one end of
the substantially straight central portion, said second
relatively short straight portion being substantially par-
allel with said substantially straight central portion and
having a second relatively short portion end toward
said one end; and

a second end portion extending from the second relatively
short portion end at an angle outwardly away from the
central portion;

all portions of said device being unitarily formed of a
flexible, normally shape-retaining material to allow’
said first arcuate portion to bend to allow a tree branch
1o pass between the central portion and first relatively
short straight portion to be received within a space
within the first arcnate portion and to allow said first
arcuate portion to be twisted sufficiently when desired
to allow escape of a received tree branch from the space
within the first arcuate portion. )

6. A device according to claim 5, wherein the first and
second relatively short straight portions are spaced from the
central portion to provide an opening therebetween.

7. A device according to claim 5, wherein the flexible
material allows the second arcuate portion to bend to allow
a tree branch to pass between the central portion and the
second relatively short straight portion to be received within
a space within the second arcuate portion and to allow the
second arcuate portion to be twisted sufficiently when
desired to allow escape of a received tree branch from the
space within the second arcuate portion.

8. A device according to claim 5, wherein each arcuate
portion extends at a constant radius along its length.

9. A device according to claim 8, wherein the first arcuate
portion has a first radius and the second arcuate portion has
a second radius, and wherein the first and second radii are
different, whereby the space within one arcuate portion is
larger than the space within the other arcuate portion so that
larger branches may be received within the larger space.

10. A device according to claim 5, including a smooth
arcuate transition of substantially constant radius from the
first end portion to the first relatively short portion and a
smooth arcuate transition of substantiaily constant radius
from the first arcuate portion to the first relatively short
portion, wherein the radius of the transition from the first
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end portion to the first relatively short portion is larger than
the radius of the transition from the first arcuate portion to
the first relatively short portion, whereby it is easier to slide
the device onto a branch than it is to slide the device off of
a branch.

11. A device according to claim 10, wherein the larger
radius is about twice the smaller radius.

12. A device according to claim 16, including a smooth
arcuate transition of substantially constant radius from the
second end portion to the second relatively short portion and
a smooth arcuate transition of substantially constant radius
from the second arcuate portion to the second relatively
short portion, wherein the radius of the transition from the

5

10

8

second end portion to the second relatively short portion is
larger than the radius of the transition from the second
arcuate portion to the second relatively short portion,
whereby it is easier to slide the device onto a branch than it
is to slide the device off of a branch.

13. A device according to claim 12, wherein the larger
radius is about twice the smaller radius.

14. A device according to claim 5, wherein the flexible,
normally shape-retaining material is a polyolefin.

15. device according to claim 14, wherein the polyolefin
is polypropylene,
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&) CLAIM

The snap-type utility hook, as shown and described.
DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is a front view of a first embodiment snap-type utility
hook showing my new design;

FIG. 2 is a left side view of the snap-type utility hook of FIG.
1;

FIG. 3 is a right side view of the snap-type utility hook of
FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a rear view of the snap-type utility hook of FIG. 1,
FIG. 5 is a top plan view of the snap-type utility hook of
FIG. 1,

FIG. 6 is a bottom plan view of the snap-type utility hook of
FIG. 1,

FIG. 7 is a front view of a second embodiment of a snap-type
utility hook showing the new design;

FIG. 8 is a left side view of the snap-type utility hook of FIG.
7
FIG. 9 is a right side view of the snap-type utility hook of
FIG. 7,

FIG. 10 is a rear view of the snap-type utility hook of FIG.
7
FIG. 11 is a top plan view of the snap-type utility hook of
FIG. 7,

FIG. 12 is a bottom plan view of the snap-type utility hook
of FIG. 7;

FIG. 13 is a frontal perspective view of the snap-type utility
hook of FIG. 7; and,

FIG. 14 is a rear perspective view of the snap-type utility
hook of FIG. 1.
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The ornamental design for a combination shower curtain
hook and picture frame, as shown and described.

DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of a combination shower
curtain hook and picture frame in accordance with my new
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FIG. 3 is a rear elevational view thereof;

FIG. 4 is a left side elevational view thereof;

FIG. 5 is a right side elevational view thereof}

FIG. 6 is a top plan view thereof; and,

FIG. 7 is a bottom plan view thereof.
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(57) CLAIM

The ornamental design for a combination shower curtain
hook and picture frame, as shown and described.

DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of a combination shower
curtain hook and picture frame in accordance with my new
design;

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view thereof;

FIG. 3 is a rear elevational view thereof;

FIG. 4 is a left side elevational view thereof;

FIG. 5 is a right side elevational view thereof;

FIG. 6 is a top plan view thereof; and,

FIG. 7 is a bottom plan view thereof.
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[57] ABSTRACT

A device for clamping the wires of a string of decorative
lights to Christinas tree branches is formed of a wholly
integral length of flexible, but normally shape-retaining
material doubled back on itself from opposite ends thereof
at opposite sides of a diagonally oriented, substantially
central part of the length of material to provide oppositely
directed, open loop clamping portions whose openings are at
respective opposite sides of but at the central part of the
length of material. The flexible material is such that an
opening to an open loop can expand to accept branches to be
received and held in a clamping loop along with light string
wires and can be rotated to open the opening when release
of a branch is desired. A loop of the device is selected for
clamping to a branch leaving the other loop to serve as a
handle for manipulating the device and thereafter free for
receiving a Christmas tree decoration.
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CLAMPING DEVICE FOR SECURING
CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHT WIRES AND/OR
DECORATIONS TO CHRISTMAS TREES

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field

The invention is in the field of securing Christmas tree
lights, garlands, and ornaments to a Christmas tree.

2. State of the Art

Current practice in decorating Christmas trees is generally
to drape the wires which connect Christmas tree light
sockets with light bulbs therein from branch to branch of the
tree to spread the lights around the tree. Generally the wires
are not secured to the tree branches. In many instances this
means that the wires can slip from the branches, and in some
instances, it is difficult to extend the lights in a desired
fashion between relatively widely spaced branches. With
some light sets, loops in the wire at each light socket are
provided with a slide bead over the wires so the loop can be
placed about the end of a branch and the slide bead moved
to close the loop around the branch to secure the light
sockets to desired branches. Other light sockets are provided
with clips of some type to enable the light socket to be
clipped to a Christmas tree branch. However, the loops and
clips generally are provided with relatively large light sock-
ets, and the miniature light sets which have become popular
generally do not include any means for securing a light
socket to a branch. For some currently available light sets
where an upright orientation of the light is important, such
as lights which simulate candles, the light socket has a
hand-operated spring clip on the bottom of the light socket
so the light socket can be clipped to a branch in an upright
position.

Similarly to strings of lights, tinsel garlands are generally
draped from branch to branch with no means of securing the
garland to a branch to hold it from sliding off.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to the invention, a device for clamping the
wires of a string of decorative lights to Christmas tree
branches is formed of a wholly integral length of flexible,
but normally shape-retaining material, that is doubled back
on itself from opposite ends thereof at opposite sides of a
diagonally oriented, substantially central part of the length
of material to provide oppositely directed, open loop clamp-
ing portions whose openings are at respective opposite sides
of but at the central part of the length of material. The
clamping loops are generally of different sizes and either of
the clamping loops may be selected for clamping a wire of
a string of Christmas tree lights to a limb or branch of a
Christmas tree. Selection is generally based on the size of
the branch to which the device is applied. The other loop
provides a handle for manipulating the device and, when in
place on a branch, is free for receiving a Christmas tree
omament or other decoration, if desired. Such other loop
could, if desired, receive the wire of the decorative light set
or could receive a loop of a second device of the invention
if additional length is required. The flexible material from
which the device is made allows entry of a tree branch into
a clamping loop and allows the device to be twisted so that,
when desired, a loop thereof can be easily twisted and
removed from a branch.

The diagonally oriented, substantially central part of the
length of material forms a substantially straight central
portion from the ends of which extend the open loop

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

clamping portions. These open loop clamping portions
include arcuate portions which extend through at least
approximately 270° from the ends of the central portion to
double back on the central portion and the arcuate portions
flow into relatively short straight portions which extend,
preferably substantially parallel to the straight central por-
tion and preferably spaced somewhat from the central por-
tion, to provide openings leading into substantially circular
areas formed by the arcuate portions. The relatively short
straight portions terminate in end portions which extend at
angles outwardly from the central portion to act as guides to
the openings between the relatively short portions and the
central portion. The transitions between the relatively short
straight portion and the end portion are preferably of a
relatively large radius compared to the radius of the transi-
tions between the arcuate portions and the relatively short
straight portions. This makes it easier to slide the device onto
a branch than to slide it off of a branch.

THE DRAWINGS

The best mode presently contemplated for carrying out
the invention is illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1 is a side elevation of a device of the invention;

FIG. 2, a perspective view of the device being applied to
a Christmas tree branch and decorative light set wire to hold
the wire in position on the branch;

FIG. 3, a perspective view similar to that of FIG. 2,
showing the device installed on the branch;

FIG. 4, a perspective view similar to that of FIG. 2, but
showing the device twisted as it is prepared for removal
from the branch; and

FIG. 5, a perspective view similar to that of FIG. 2, but
show the device as removed from the branch.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
ILLUSTRATED EMBODIMENTS

Referring to FIG. 1, the clip or clamping device of the
invention is formed of a length of fiexible, but normally
shape-retaining, material that is doubled back on itself from
opposite ends thereof at opposite sides of a diagonally
oriented, substantially central part or portion 10 of the length
to provide oppositely directed, open loop clamping portions
11 and 12, which open at passage 13 and 14, respectively, at
respective opposite sides of central portion 10. Both open
loop clamping portions 11 and 12 open along central portion
10.

The central portion 10 is elongate and substantially
straight. At each end of the straight central portion 10 is an
arcuate portion wherein the clip doubles back on itself to
form the open loop elements at each end extending from the
central portion 10 in opposite directions. Thus, arcuate
portion 15 extends from one end of straight central portion
10, through at least approximately 270° to a relatively short
straight portion 16, which preferably is substantially parallel
to straight central portion 10, which extends from arcuate
portion 15 toward the opposite end of central portion 10. The
relatively short straight portion 16 smoothly joins an end
portion 17 which extends at an angle outwardly away from
the central portion 10. Arcuate portion 18 extends from the
opposite end of straight central portion 10, through at least
approximately 270° to a relatively short straight portion 19,
again which is preferably substantially parallel to straight
central portion 10, which extends toward the one end of
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central portion 10. Relatively short straight portion 19
smoothly joins an end portion 20 which extends at an angle
outwardly away from the central portion 10. Arcuate por-
tions 15 and 18 extend from central portion 10 in opposite
directions as do end portions 17 and 20. While the relatively
short straight portions 16 and 19 could be immediately
adjacent central portion 10, it is preferred that they be spaced
a short distance from central portion 10 to form the openings
or passages 13 between central portion 10 and relatively
short straight portion 16, and passage 14 between central
portion 10 and relatively short straight portion 19. Passage
13 leads to a substantially circular area 21 formed by arcuate
portion 15 and passage 14 leads to substantially circular area
22 formed by arcuate portion 18.

It is important for operation of the device that it be made
of a fiexible material which is normally shape-retaining
which will allow flexing of the open loop portions 11 or 12
to accept and receive branches of a Christmas tree therein.
Thus, the arcuate portions 15 or 18 will flex so that the
relatively short straight portions 16 or 19 move outwardly
whereby the passages 13 or 14 leading to the circular areas
21 or 22 can be enlarged to the normal diameter of the
circular areas 21 or 22. This allows passage of a Christmas
tree branch into the circular area 21 or 22. The material must
also be such that it will return to its original configuration
after such flexing so that the arcuate portions 15 or 18 will
surround more than one-half of a received branch through
the extent of the arc and hold the device on the branch.
Polyolefins such as polypropylene and polyethylene have
been found to be satisfactory materials. Himont 1050
polypropylene works well.

Each of the open loop portion 11 and 12 will preferably
be of different size, i.e., the radius of each of the arcuate
portions 15 and 18 will be different, whereby a larger loop
can be used for a larger branch and a smaller loop can be
used for a smaller branch. However, the loops could be of
substantially equal size if desired for particular applications.

As can be seen in FIG. 1, the transition 23 along passage
13 from end portion 17 to relatively short straight portion 16
is smoothly radiused as is the transition 24 from arcuate
portion 15 to relatively short straight portion 16. The radius
of curvature for transition 23 is relatively large compared to
the radius of curvature for transition 24. It is presently
preferred that the radius of transition 23 be about double the
radius of transition 24. The result of this difference is that it
is easier for a branch to cam passage 13 open so the branch
can move into circular area 21 than it is for a branch in
circular area 21 to cam passage 13 open so that it can move
out of circular 21. This is desirable so that it is easy to pull
the device over a branch to thereby secure the device to a
branch, but so that it is difficult, when once secured, for the
branch to come out of the device. This tends to prevent
unwanted release of the device from the branch. It is
preferred that if a tangent be drawn to the midpoint of the
transition, that for transition 23, it intersects the central
portion 10 at an angle of between 30° and 45° and that for
transition 24 it intersect the central portion 10 at an angle of
between 60° and 80°. The transitions for the smaller open
loop portion 12 will preferably be substantially the same as
for the larger open loop portion 11.

For general indoor Christmas tree use, it is preferred that
the clamping device of the invention be as unobtrusive or
unnoticeable as possible. It is therefore preferred that the
device be sized so that it fits within and does not extend
beyond the needles extending from an average fir tree
branch. It has been determined that generally an overall
device length of about one and one-quarter inch meets this
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requirement. With such length, the width of the device will
be about five-eighths inch. The arcuate portion 15 of the
larger open loop portion 11 has a radius of about 0.187 inch
and the arcuate portion 18 of the smaller open loop portion
12 has a radius of about 0.125 inch. The radius of the
transition 23 from the end portion 17 to the relatively short
straight portion 16 is about 0.125 inch while the radius of the
transition 24 from the arcuate portion 15 to the relatively
short straight portion 16 is about 0.063 inch. The device is
made of a length of polypropylene of rectangular cross
section with a thickness of about 0.09 inch and a width of
about 0.125 inch. Larger passage 13 is about 0.09 inch in
width, about the same size as the thickness of the material
from which the device is made, and the smaller passage 14
is about two-thirds the size of the larger passage at about
0.06 inch. The lengths of the two relatively short straight
portions 16 and 19 are equal and are about 0.09 inches, equal
to the width of the larger passage 13. End portions 17 and 20
extend outwardly at an angle of about 60° from the central
portion 10.

The above measurements are currently preferred for
indoor Christmas tree use, however, it should be realized
that the device of the invention could be made in various
sizes and, particularly, could be made in a larger size for use
with large outdoor trees whose branches are generally larger
than indoor Christmas trees.

In use, a user selects the particular open loop portion 11
or 12 to be used with and receive a particular branch, such
as loop 11 in FIGS. 2-5, and holds the other open loop
portion, 12 in FIGS. 2-5, as a handle to manipulate the
device. The entrance to open loop portion 11, formed by end
portion 17 leading to passage 13 is positioned adjacent a
selected branch 25. If the device is being used to secure a
wire 26 of a decorative light set in one of the securement
arrangements of the invention, the wire 26 is placed over the
branch as shown in FIG. 2 and the entrance to open loop
portion 11 is positioned at the intersection of the branch and
wire. The device is pulled against the branch in the direction
of arrow 27. The loop will fiex to enlarge passage 13 so that
branch 25 will pass through passage 13 as the device is
moved in the direction of the arrow 27 and pass into circular
area 21. Open loop portion 11 will close around branch 25
to secure the device to the branch as shown in FIG. 3. Wire
26 is then held in place on branch 25 as shown in FIG. 3.
With the current arrangement of the end portion 17 and
transition 23 therefrom to relatively short straight portion
16, the device stips easily onto branch 25. With the described
arrangement of the transition 24 from the arcuate portion 15
to relative short straight portion 16, it is difficult to slide the
device from branch 25. A branch 25 does not have to
completely fill circular area 21 for the device to be secured
thereto. The branch 25 merely need be larger than passage
13 so that it does not easily pass back through the passage
to release the device. Thus, the device will clamp a wire to
the branch and hold it in position and will stay on the branch
even when loose about the branch.

With the device of the invention secured to branch 25 as
shown in FIG. 3, open loop portion 12 is available to receive
and hang an ornament 28. Alternately, light string wire 26,
rather than being held in place over branch 25 by open loop
portion 11 around branch 25, could be positioned in and held
in place by open loop portion 12. Tinsel and other garlands
could be secured and held to branch 25 in the same manner
as wire 26. Further, if a light wire, garland, ornament, or
other item is to be supported in position at a greater distance
below branch 25, one or more additional devices could be
used, one hung from the other end-to-end, to support such
item at any desired distance from the branch.
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When it is desired to remove the device from the branch
25, a user could, using the entrance to passage 13 formed by
end portion 17, flex open loop portion 11 to open passage 13
to allow the device to be removed from branch 25. A
preferred method of removal, because it is generally easier,
is to grasp the device and twist it as shown by arrow 30 in
FIG. 4 to flex open loop portion 11 and straight central
portion 10 so that the end of the loop formed by relatively
short straight portion 16 and end portion 17 are rotated
approximately 90° from their original positions to thereby
open passage 13 as shown in FIG. 4, and while in that
position, the device is moved upwardly in the direction of
arrow 31 and removed from the branch 25. After removal,
the material returns to its original configuration and the
removed device is shown in FIG. §.

While it is preferred that relatively short straight portions
16 and 19 extend parallel to central portion 10, this is not
necessary and in some instances, particularly with the
smaller loop, warpage during cooling of the device after
molding may result in portion 19 extending at an angle to
central relatively short straight portion 10.

While it is preferred that the branch on which the device
is secured fits within the space normally formed by the
arcuate portion, with the materials used and the configura-
tion of the device as shown, even if the branch is somewhat
bigger than the opening normally formed by the arcuate
portion, the device will flex and effectively clamp and hold
the branch.

Whereas this invention is here illustrated and described
with reference an embodiment thereof presently contem-
plated as the best mode of carrying out such invention in
actual practice, it is to be understood that various changes
may be made in adapting the invention to different embodi-
ments without departing from the broader inventive con-
cepts disclosed herein and comprehended by the claims that
follow.

We claim:

1. A device for clamping the wires of a string of Christmas
tree lights to Christmas tree branches and at the same time
providing for attachment of a tree decoration, comprising a
wholly integral length of flexible but normally shape-retain-
ing material that is doubled back on itself from opposite ends
thereof at opposite sides of a diagonally oriented, substan-
tially central part of said length to provide oppositely
directed, open loop clamping portions whose openings are at
respective opposite sides of but at said central part of said
length, said openings formed by relatively short straight
portions substantially parallel to the central part of said
length, whereby either of said clamping loops may be
selected for clamping of a wire of a string of Christmas tree
lights to a branch of the Christmas tree, leaving the other free
for receiving a Christmas tree decoration.

2. A device according to claim 1, wherein the flexible,
normally shape-retaining material is a polyolefin.

3. A device according to claim 2, wherein the polyolefin
is polypropylene.

4. A device according to claim 1, wherein the clamping
loops are of different sizes so that selection of the clamping
loop is based upon the size of the branch to which the wire
is to be clamped.

5. A device for securing the wire of a decorative light -

string or an ornament to a Christmas tree comprising:
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an eclongate, substantially straight central portion having
opposite ends;

a first arcuate portion extending in a direction from one
end of the central portion through an arc of at least
approximately 270° to a first arcuate portion end;

a first relatively short straight portion extending from the
first arcuate portion end toward the opposite end of the
substantially straight central portion, said first rela-
tively short straight portion being substantially parallel
with said substantially straight central portion and
having a first relatively short portion end toward said
opposite end;

a first end portion extending from the first relatively short
portion end at an angle outwardly away from the
central portion;

a second arcuate portion extending from the opposite end
of the central portion in a direction opposite to the
direction of the first arcuate portion through an arc of
at least approximately 270° to a second arcuate portion
end;

a second relatively short straight portion extending from
the second arcuate portion end toward the one end of
the substantially straight central portion, said second
relatively short straight portion being substantially par-
allel with said substantially straight central portion and
having a second relatively short portion end toward
said one end; and

a second end portion extending from the second relatively
short portion end at an angle outwardly away from the
central portion;

all portions of said device being unitarily formed of a
flexible, normally shape-retaining material to allow
said first arcuate portion to bend to allow a tree branch
to pass between the central portion and first relatively
short straight portion to be received within a space
within the first arcuate portion and to aliow said first
arcuate portion to be twisted sufficiently when desired
to allow escape of a received tree branch from the space
within the first arcuate portion. ]

6. A device according to claim 5, wherein the first and
second relatively short straight portions are spaced from the
central portion to provide an opening therebetween.

7. A device according to claim 5, wherein the fiexible
material allows the second arcuate portion to bend to allow
a tree branch to pass between the central portion and the
second relatively short straight portion to be received within
a space within the second arcuate portion and to allow the
second arcuate portion to be twisted sufficiently when
desired to allow escape of a received tree branch from the
space within the second arcuate portion.

8. A device according to claim 5, wherein each arcuate
portion extends at a constant radius along its length.

9. A device according to claim 8, wherein the first arcuate
portion has a first radius and the second arcuate portion has
a second radius, and wherein the first and second radii are
different, whereby the space within one arcuate portion is
larger than the space within the other arcuate portion so that
larger branches may be received within the larger space.

10. A device according to claim 5, including a smooth
arcuate transition of substantially constant radius from the
first end portion to the first relatively short portion and a
smooth arcuate transition of substantially constant radius
from the first arcuate portion to the first relatively short
portion, wherein the radius of the transition from the first
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end portion to the first relatively short portion is larger than
the radius of the transition from the first arcuate portion to
the first relatively short portion, whereby it is easier to slide
the device onto a branch than it is to slide the device off of
a branch.

11. A device according to claim 10, wherein the larger
radius is about twice the smaller radius.

12. A device according to claim 10, including a smooth
arcuate transition of substantially constant radius from the
second end portion to the second relatively short portion and
a smooth arcuate transition of substantially constant radius
from the second arcuate portion to the second relatively
short portion, wherein the radius of the transition from the

8

second end portion to the second relatively short portion is
larger than the radius of the transition from the second
arcuate portion to the second relatively short portion,
whereby it is easier to slide the device onto a branch than it
is to slide the device off of a branch.

13. A device according to claim 12, wherein the larger
radius is about twice the smaller radius.

14. A device according to claim 5, wherein the fiexible,
normally shape-retaining material is a polyolefin.

15. device according to claim 14, wherein the polyolefin
is polypropylene.
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(57) CLAIM

The ornamental design for a sock hook, as shown and
described.

DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a sock hook showing my new
design, the broken lines shown are for illustrative purposes
only and form no part of the claimed design;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of the sock hook
shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a right side elevational view of the sock hook
shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a left side elevational view of the sock hook shown
in FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is a top plan view of the sock hook shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 is a bottom plan view of the sock hook shown in FIG.
1

FIG. 7 is a front elevational view of the sock hook shown in
FIG. 1;

FIG. 8 is a rear elevational view of the sock hook shown in
FIG. 1;

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of a second embodiment of the
sock hook showing my new design, the broken lines shown
are for illustrative purposes only and form no part of the
claimed design;

FIG. 10 is an enlarged perspective view of the sock hook
shown in FIG. 9;

FIG. 11 is a right side elevational view of the sock hook
shown in FIG. 9;

FIG. 12 is a left side elevational view of the sock hook
shown in FIG. 9;

FIG. 13 is a top plan view of the sock hook shown in FIG.
9;

FIG. 14 is a bottom plan view of the sock hook shown in
FIG. 9,

FIG. 15 is a front elevational view of the sock hook shown
in FIG. 9; and,

FIG. 16 is a rear elevational view of the sock hook shown
in FIG. 9.

1 Claim, 8 Drawing Sheets
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57 CLAIM

The snap-type utility hook, as shown and described.
DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is a front view of a first embodiment snap-type utility
hook showing my new design;

FIG. 2 is a left side view of the snap-type utility hook of FIG.
1

FIG. 3 is a right side view of the snap-type utility hook of
FIG. 1,

FIG. 4 is a rear view of the snap-type utility hook of FIG. 1;
FIG. 5 is a top plan view of the snap-type utility hook of
FIG. 1,

FIG. 6 is a bottom plan view of the snap-type utility hook of
FIG. 1,

FIG. 7 is a front view of a second embodiment of a snap-type
utility hook showing the new design;

FIG. 8 is a left side view of the snap-type utility hook of FIG.
7,
FIG. 9 is a right side view of the snap-type utility hook of
FIG. 7,

FIG. 10 is a rear view of the snap-type utility hook of FIG.
7,
FIG. 11 is a top plan view of the snap-type utility hook of
FIG. 7,

FIG. 12 is a bottom plan view of the snap-type utility hook
of FIG. 7,

FIG. 13 is a frontal perspective view of the snap-type utility
hook of FIG. 7; and,

FIG. 14 is a rear perspective view of the snap-type utility
hook of FIG. 1.

1 Claim, 3 Drawing Sheets
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Tote Hanger®

FEATURED ON THE HOME EDIT SHOW ON NETFLIX!
Episode 1.

New York Handbag Designer Jacki Easlick invented the
new Tote Hanger®. These premium hooks are especially
engineered to hang your handbags with elegance and
balance. It's a small metal hook that is designed to hang
on any traditional clothing rod just like coat hangers.
Simply remove the contents of your handbag and hang
your handbag on the hook. Made out of nickel and the

size is 3-3/4"h x 2"w. 6 hooks per pack.

We own the patent and trademark. Please do not
purchase from Amazon, they are knock off products not

approved by our company.

The Tote Hangers are sold at The Container Stores,
Lowes, ETSY and Wayfair.

type: by:

Copyright © 2023 JackiEaslick | All prices in USD

https://jackieaslick.com/products/tote-hanger 17
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Mesiti Declaration
Infringing Product Type 1 Chart



THE CLOSEST COMPARATIVE DESIGNS, THE DESIGN CLAIMED IN THE "526 PATENT,
AND DEFENDANTS’ INFRINGING PRODUCT TYPE 1

‘924 Design

‘446 Design
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Infringing Product Type 2 Chart
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‘924 Design

‘446 Design

Patented Design

Infringing Design
Type 2

Front

Back

First Side

Second Side

Top

Bottom




EXHIBIT S
Mesiti Declaration
Infringing Product Type 3 Chart
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